
Lindsay West
‘If you need me just write in invisible ink and I’ll be 
there in the blink of a teary eye’ so sings Lindsay on 
Night Train opener First Lass. And she is, she’s here, 
but on this her third EP for Make Your Own Adventure 
Records she’s not alone.

I’ve been listening to Lindsay West since a mutual 
contact, a Fence Collective cohort, hooked us up. 
Lindsay needed a drummer. I needed a band. It was 
a match made in a dusty loft in Surrey. I fell for Lindsay’s 
performance from day one. Her nylon guitar picking 
style was an invention all of her own, encompassing 
a rhythm and lead section rolled into one. She 
already had the perfect self-accompaniment to her 
deeply captivating voice and in reality didn’t need 
the percussion, strings, piano and voice we added 
in her then-band. But things change.

Fast forward two EP’s and the change is obvious. Lindsay’s self-belief is still evident in the 
bold songwriting present throughout this collection of songs. Her voice is still as strong as it 
always has been ethereal. Her lyrics honest and confessional. Gone though is the classical 
guitar, traded in for a Fender Mustang and behind her, some 90 seconds into First Lass, a 
new band with full drums to match the volume of her full-bodied tube amp. Bass joins the 
dots and an unearthly slide guitar brushes over the scene as the song gathers pace, adding 
to the weight of the delicately crafted lyrics. A song of sadness for the loss of a loved one.

Lindsay’s no stranger to touring and in her lament to the post-tour blues, No Place, she 
confides ‘there’s only one place that I know…on the road I felt at home’. However sorrows 
are put away for third track London Night, a raucous tour through the city Lindsay currently 
inhabits. As a an art history graduate turned lyricist, she paints a vibrant picture of her 
neighbourhood.

In Devil Story - a dark fable of vengeance and regret - Lindsay walks ghostly territory, 
conjuring up visions of a post-apocalyptic Cormac McCarthy novel. After the dust settles, 
an altogether more glorious and heartwarming tale closes the EP in the title track. Night 
Train tells the story of her parent’s meeting; two internationals in a foreign country, love at 
first sight on a train in the dead of night.

Every now and then things fall in place perfectly, as if they were meant to be. It happened 
for Lindsay’s parents. It happened for me when I was lucky enough to encounter Lindsay’s 
music for the first time. And here with the new band she’s assembled it happens again. 
Listening to Lindsay in 2014 we learn that sometimes things change, and for the better.

No Place is available as a 5-track CD and digital download on Make Your Own Adventure 
from August 18 2014.
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